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We can all testify proudly that the same love of country that inspires 
America's veterans during their military service remains with them in 
later years. Across our land, veterans continue to contribute to our 
Nation—in the private sector; in public office; in volunteer service; in 
efforts for their fellow veterans, hospitalized or with other needs; in ac­
tivities for young people; in the patriotic, civic, religious, fraternal, and 
service groups that cement our communities and country together; and 
in support of the strong defenses America needs to maintain peace and 
freedom. 

For these reasons and many more, all Americans should proudly pause 
on Veterans Day to express heartfelt thanks and esteem to the veter­
ans of our land. 

In order that we may pay fitting homage to those who have served in 
our Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that 
November 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday 
to honor America's veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, November 11, 1988, as 
Veterans Day. I urge all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice 
of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private 
prayers. I also call upon Federal, State, and local government officials 
to display the flag of the United States and to encourage and take part 
in patriotic activities throughout our country. I invite the business com­
munity, churches, schools, unions, civic and fraternal organizations, 
and the media to support this national observance with suitable com­
memorative expressions and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5881 of October 12,1988 

White Cane Safety Day, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
More and more visually impaired Americans are attaining independ­
ence in their daily lives, and we can all reflect gratefully on the role of 
the white cane in making this so. Thanks to the white cane and public 
awareness of it, blind people can travel and conduct daily activities 
successfully. 

The white cane has affected the lives of its users so profoundly that it 
has come to symbolize freedom and self-reliance for blind citizens ev­
erywhere. This simple but effective tool helps many people with visual 
impairments build fuller lives. Each October, White Cane Safety Day 
offers all Americans the opportunity to congratulate their friends, 
neighbors, and fellow citizens who use the white cane to such good ad­
vantage for themselves and for our communities and country. 
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In acknowledgment of the white cane and all it symbolizes, the Con­
gress, by joint resolution approved October 6, 1964, has authorized the 
President to designate October 15 of each year as "White Cane Safety 
Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim October 15, 1988, as White Cane 
Safety Day. I urge all Americans to show respect for those who carry 
the white cane and to honor their many achievements. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun­
dred and thirteenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5882 of October 14,1988 

National Forest Products Week, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our observance of National Forest Products Week reminds us that, in 
one way or another, forest resources affect all of us, city and country 
dwellers alike. Forests supply many material needs, from lumber for 
homes to paper products to the baseball bats of our national pastime. 
And, whether in national and city parks or in local woods, forests en­
hance our physical and spiritual well-being with their scenic vistas and 
recreational opportunities. 

Forestry and agriculture have been vital to our economic life from the 
start. Today, we are seeking to expand our market for forest products. 
We have the technological and resource capabilities to boost our com­
petitiveness in exporting forest products. Our active competition in the 
international marketplace will foster a more robust economy and 
healthier and more productive forests. We continue to develop new re­
source management practices and to foster innovations in forest prod­
ucts. We can provide these and other products for ourselves and the 
people of the world; we will succeed as long as we continue to under­
stand the great importance of our forests and the need to nurture them. 

To promote greater awareness and appreciation of the many benefits of 
forests for our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 86-753 (36 U.S.C. 
163), has designated the week beginning on the third Sunday in Octo­
ber of each year as "National Forest Products Week" and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of 
this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 16 through 
October 22, 1988, as National Forest Products Week, and I call upon all 
Americans to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and ac­
tivities. 
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